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At the February 15th Chapter meeting, essay winner Kennedy Couch was award-

ed her First Place certificate, medal, and a $100 check by President Matt Hard-

man and Contest Chairman Bob Davis. Kennedy will now represent the Hocking 

Valley Chapter at the Ohio Society Essay Contest in which the winners will be               

announced in May. 
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On Wednesday, February 19th, compatriot Paul Irwin went 

through open heart triple bypass surgery at Grant Hospital  

Medical Center in Columbus. President Matt Hardman, wife  

Sharon, and compatriot Bob Hill went up to see Paul and his family before the 

surgery which finally began around 10:00 AM. Paul would get through the    

surgery okay and was visited by compatriots again on Saturday, Feb. 22nd. In 

the photo, L to R: Bob Hill, Sharon Hardman, Bob Davis, Paul Irwin, Al 

Gummere, Matt Hardman, and Paul's son and new SAR compatriot, Brian Irwin. 

Paul was scheduled to come home on Monday, February 24th, but he had  

problems with his appetite, swallowing and keeping food down. It turned out to 

be a yeast infection and Paul was kept in the hospital a week longer to resolve 

the problem. Paul finally came home on Monday, March 2nd. He's required to 

take it easy at home for  another month. Paul and his wife Dixie continue to be 

in our prayers for a speedy and full recovery. 

Dear Compatriots: 

Please address all Chaplain concerns, such as                      

announcements on sicknesses, deaths, or prayer requests to 

our new Chapter President, Matt Hardman. Contact Matt at              

740-385-8678 or shsronhardman1@yahoo.com. Thank you. 
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The Hocking Valley Chapter now extends its       

activities into northeastern Tennessee, thanks to plural  

member John Neth, a member of the Kings Mountain 

Chapter in Johnson City, TN. 

John became a plural member of the Hocking Valley     

Chapter last year and will present a wreath on behalf of     

the Hocking Valley Chapter at some future events in the  

Tennessee area when appropriate. Originally from           

Tennessee, John taught high school biology for many    

years in Central Ohio and still has family ties here.  

On January 23rd, compatriot John Neth gave a    

presentation on the life of a Revolutionary War soldier, 

his weapons, clothing, and equipment, at a meeting of 

the State of Franklin Chapter in Rogersville, TN. The 

pictures below show a part of John's extensive         

Revolutionary War era collection presented at his talk. It 

is hoped he will give the same presentation to his   

Hocking Valley Compatriots in the near future.   
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 His Excellency, George Washington, 

marches past the Cincinnati Chapter 

Color Guard at a recent event. 

A  Memorial Certificate was 

presented to compatriot Tom 

Darnell’s family. 

L to R  Awards Chairman Al 

Gummere, Mark Darnell son 

of Tom Darnell, Tom Darnell’s     

widow Barbara Darnell, and 

Chapter President Matt   

Hardman. 

CELEBRATION 

The Hocking Valley Chapter again held its annual George 
Washington Birthday Luncheon at the Olde Dutch          

Restaurant in Logan, Ohio on Sunday, February 23rd. This 
year's guest speaker was a reenactor with a growing       

reputation portraying our beloved First President. Zachary 
Haines is a 35-year old giant of a man every bit as tall as 

the original George, but with the build of a defensive tackle 
for the   Dallas Cowboys. Zachary is a successful          

businessman who lives in Cincinnati and is a fellow SAR 
compatriot from the Cincinnati Chapter. "Zack" was joined 
by his fellow Chapter member, Dan Schmitz, on the long 

drive to Logan. Zack attracted the attention of all the        
patrons going through the buffet line. During the posting of 

the Colors, Zack was introduced as George Washington 
and he led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. After 

lunch, he regaled everyone with his life story from his boy-
hood to his Presidency, with a little humor sprinkled in. 

Door prizes were handed out by President Matt Hardman 
assisted by wife Sharon. 
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  Sgt. William Knight, Jeremy Campbell, Vincent Carter, David Denlinger, Ryan Nabel, Brian Rolfes 

 

 At the Board of Management Luncheon in Dayton, Ohio on Saturday, 

February 8th, State Color Guard Commander Steven Frash led the   

combined Color Guard, including Bob Hill, in posting the Colors. 

       The Luncheon honored the "Dayton 6" police officers who responded 

and quickly put down a mass shooter last year. 

 

 

At the retrieval of Colors, compatriot Hill noticed Commander Frash was forgetting proper commands 

and whispered these to him. He also noticed that Steve lost his balance when halting the Color Guard. 

These symptoms were dismissed as the result of lack of sleep. But later that day at home, word had 

spread that Steve had been admitted to Genesis Medical Center in Zanesville and was being      

scheduled for emergency heart surgery on Monday, Feb.10th. On Sunday, Feb. 9th, compatriots Matt 

Hardman, Bob Hill, and Matt's wife, Sharon visited Steve at the hospital, met family members, and 

prayed with Steve for a successful surgery. The surgery was successful, a new stent placed in Steve's 

heart (making 6 now), and  later Steve was able to attended the Feb. 22nd  George  Washington’s 

Birthday Luncheon hosted by the Benjamin Franklin Chapter in Columbus. Best Wishes to Steve for a 

continued recovery. In May, Steve will officially hand over the reins of State Color Guard Commander 

to compatriot Bob Hill. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Kelley. 
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George Hill was born in 1758 and was living in Cecil County, Maryland (less 

than 50 miles southwest of Philadelphia) when at age 20, on April 20, 1778 he enlisted 

as a private in the Second Troop of Horse in the newly created Second Partisan Corps of 

the Continental Army, also called Lee's Partisan Corps, or more famously, Lee's Legion. 

His enlistment was for the duration of the war and he would serve over five (5) years. 

His commanding officer, Major (later Lt. Colonel) Henry Lee III, was the legendary 

"Light Horse Harry" Lee (future father of Robert E. Lee), known for his daring against 

the enemy and George Washington's favorite cavalry officer. Light Horse Harry's Legion 

would    garner fame for its aggressive tactics combining cavalry and infantry, and for its 

prowess in battle and raiding from New York to Georgia, particularly in the southern 

campaign of 1781 against Lord Cornwallis. 

According to army pay records and muster rolls, George Hill served as a farrier for      

Second Troop during his first year, but by the summer of 1780 he was serving as a light 

dragoon (cavalryman). He was promoted to corporal in May 1783 and was detached 

from active service on June 19, 1783. He was present for a final muster in July 1784. 

In muster rolls and in his promotion to corporal, George Hill's name often appears next 

to another dragoon named John Manly, also from Cecil County, Maryland. Their names 

would appear together in many instances during and after the war. Both were awarded land bounties of 50 acres 

each from the state of Maryland for their services in the Revolution, and also land bounties of 100 acres each in 

the Military Land District of the Northwest Territory soon to become the state of Ohio. 

On May 23, 1789 George Hill married John's sister, Elizabeth Manly, and they settled in Cecil County. They 

had two (2) sons, William and Jonathan. The Hill and Manly families would travel to Ohio in 1804 and settle 

on 320 acres in the Congressional Land District administered by the Chillicothe Land Office. They would be 

among the first settlers of Walnut Township in Fairfield County according to a letter written in 1877 by Joseph 

G. Wiseman, an early resident of New Salem. Both George Hill and John Manly are acknowledged in the letter 

as veterans of the Revolution and Lee's Legion of Horse. 

During the War of 1812, both sons of George Hill were away serving in Captain Peter Lamb's Company of 

Ohio Militia when death would claim their father, uncle, and a cousin. John Manly's 22-year old daughter, 

Mary, died of an unknown illness on February 10, 1814. Three days later, John Manly died, and two weeks   

later, on February 27, 1814 George Hill died at the age of 56. Before he passed, George acquired his friend's 

debt, and it appears in the listing of debts on George Hill's estate in Fairfield County Probate Court records: 

"From John Manly (estate of) in note $197.28." Friends unto death, in war and peace. 

 

Lee’s  Legion   

 

by compatriot William R. Hill 
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One of the most important missions of our Society is to honor the 

patriots who fought for our independence and achieved the    

creation of our nation. The Patriot Grave Marking Medal is an 

award that recognizes that effort to honor the service and resting 

places of those patriots. It is an attainable and attractively       

designed award that all compatriots should aspire to obtain. It is 

not achieved by taking part in Color Guard events which has    

separate medals. The requirement for the medal and subsequent 

oak leaf clusters is to take part in the original FIRST SAR            

recognized grave marking ceremonies of 15 patriots.  

When a ceremony is performed, it is the responsibility of the host Chapter to ensure the National SAR Patriot Grave 

Registry found at the National Society SAR website is informed of the ceremony and the patriot confirmed. When 

applying for the medal, make sure you have documentation of your participation in each    ceremony in the form of a 

program with your name included in the service and/or newspaper article, and a   picture of you and the marked   

patriot grave. The Grave Marking Medal form can be found online at the State Society Website or the National      

Society Website. The application must first be approved by the State Society President and State Patriot Grave      

Registration Chairman. It is then sent to the National Society Grave   Registration Chairman for approval.  

All the information you need to fill out the form can be found on the NSSAR Patriot Grave Search Site once the      

patriot and ceremony is confirmed. You will need the Patriot name and ID number. Once you find the patriot, the 

information you need to fill out the form is found here: ceremony location and date, GPS latitude and longitude,  

cemetery name (you may need to look up the address), and your role in the ceremony. Acceptable roles are as a 

speaker, presenting a wreath, firing in the musket salute, helping in the restoration of the grave, providing labor for 

the ceremony, research, or providing monetary support for the ceremony and/or marker for at least $60. Also, the 

graves must be marked with an SAR marker in stone or metal unless the location, like a National Park, prohibits it.  

Be aware that you can't count the same event for the Grave Marking Medal and a Color Guard Medal. It must be one 

or the other. And if you perform just a Color Guard function at a Grave Marking Ceremony, that can only be counted 

towards a Color Guard Medal. Currently, only Dave Nessley, Bob Hill and plural member Don Miller holds the Grave    

Marking Medal in the Hocking Valley Chapter. With a little effort, more members could achieve this  recognition, and 

quicker than you think. Many members of our Chapter helped with the Carpenter-Koontz Cemetery project in 2015-

2016. That counts as three (3) patriots because that was an original SAR grave marking, marked in stone for 3         

patriots. The Skinner Grave Marking also counted, marked in bronze. Last year in northern Ohio, five (5) patriots 

counted in one day, marked in bronze. In Aurora, Indiana at a District grave marking, five (5) patriots counted, 

marked in stone.  

As a member of the Hocking Valley Chapter and as Color Guard Commander, I would like to see more members     

apply for this award this year. Think back on what events you participated in over the years and I'll help you verify 

these. DAR Grave Markings do NOT count unless it was a combined ceremony involving an SAR marker. We have at 

least two (2) grave markings coming up this year sponsored by other Chapters, in April and June. The one in June 

counts toward three (3) patriots. I would like to see the Hocking Valley Chapter strive to achieve more  patriot grave 

markings in our counties, particularly Fairfield County. There are dozens of patriots buried here yet to be  recognized. 



Hocking Valley Chapter Ohio SAR Newsletter                      Jan–Mar 2020                                                                          Issue 1  

8 | P a g e  

 

 

Tuesday, March 3rd,      

President Matt Hardman, 

wife Sharon, and Color 

Guard Commander Bob Hill, 

went to Lebanon, Ohio to 

help the Cincinnati Chapter 

Color Guard with the 100th 

Birthday Celebration of 

World War Two veteran and 

fellow SAR compatriot        

James Halls. 

James served as a First 

Lieutenant in the US Army's 

8th Division and was  

awarded the Purple Heart 

for wounds suffered in the 

war. 

When asked how he lived to 

be 100, James responded, 

"First, by not getting killed 

in the war. Second, by really 

clean living!" 

The compatriots were       

impressed with Lieutenant 

Hall's sharp mind and       

humor. It was an honor to 

meet him. 

 Of the 16 million Americans 

who served in uniform    

during World War Two, only 

350,000 are left and are 

passing at about 350 a day. 

A Happy 100th Birthday to 

Compatriot James Halls! 

Huzzah, Huzzah, Huzzah! 
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President Matt Hardman and Treasurer Bob Hill joined two compatriots from the      

Cincinnati Chapter, President Lee Wilkerson and State Society Chaplain Ed Bonniwell, 

on a presentation in front of 19 members on the Ohio Board of Education in downtown       

Columbus on Tuesday March 10th. Matt's wife and lady auxiliary member, Sharon, sat in 

the audience.  

Lee Wilkerson created beautiful folders for 

each Board member. In it were colorful    

pages explaining SAR programs in schools 

and the compatriots involved. The activities 

of both the Hocking Valley and Cincinnati 

Chapters were highlighted. 

Lee began the presentation with a 5-minute 

summation of SAR programs and a desire 

for the Board's support and possible          

endorsement. The desire of the SAR is to 

enhance its supplemental role for teaching 

history with the Board's endorsement.  

Then the compatriots answered questions 

in an hour-long session.  

The Board members were courteous and  

inquisitive, and seemed supportive of the 

SAR programs. They requested further    

information on the "curriculum" and the                

endorsement of SAR programs by School 

Boards in other States.  

Next month, the compatriots will meet with 

Governor Mike DeWine at his Statehouse 

office to discuss education further, as well 

as the rebuilding of Fort Laurens and 

Ohio's plans for the 250th Anniversary of 

the American Revolution in 2026. 

L to R: Lee Wilkerson, Bob Hill, Matt Hardman,                 

Ed Bonniwell. Photo by Ed Bonniwell.  

 

EDUCATIONAL   OUTREACH 
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One of the more exciting moments you can have in           

genealogy is finding an ancestor's Government Land Patent, 

signed by the President or his representative, granting your         

ancestor title to the land he cleared, farmed, and built his 

home upon. Such was the case when I saw George Hill's 

Land  Patent for the first time. It answered my childhood 

question as to why our family was in Ohio. George was an 

early pioneer! Since then, I have found nearly 20 Land     

Patents of various ancestors who settled in Ohio between 

1803 - 1807. 

 Most settled in the Congressional Land District of what is 

now Fairfield County, one of several Ranges surveyed for 

Revolutionary War veterans and their families, and others, to 

settle what was called the Northwest Territory and would 

eventually become the states of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,  

Illinois , Wisconsin, and Minnesota.  

Ohio was settled first, beginning with Marietta in 1788. Ohio 

was an experiment of sorts, with a hodgepodge of varying 

districts that included the Virginia District, intended for      

Virginia veterans of the Revolution, starting from what is now 

Cincinnati and southwest Ohio, stretching northward west of 

present-day Columbus. The Military Land District north and 

northeast of Fairfield and Perry Counties was intended for veterans of the Continental Line. Land 

in the Military District was a way for a new cash-poor nation to compensate veterans for their    

services in the Revolution. Further north, along Lake Erie in present day northeast Ohio was the 

Connecticut District for New England veterans and refugees of the Revolution. There was even a 

"Refugee strip" approximately 15 miles wide and 50 miles long stretching from present day        

Columbus to what is now Zanesville. This strip of land was intended for Canadian refugees and 

other supporters of the Patriot cause. Many districts in Ohio, administered by Government Land 

Offices, took many years to become reality in terms of settlement.  

The Native American tribes who lived in these lands had a different say in the matter, and often 

this led to violence and war. The southern half of Ohio did not become safe for white settlement 

until after the defeat of Indian tribes at the battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794 and the Greenville 

Treaty in 1795. And the northern half of Ohio was not safe for white settlement until after the  

American victory in the War of 1812. 

Government Military Land Warrants are different from Government Land Patents. "U.S. War  

Bounty Land Warrants" were specifically issued to Continental Line veterans at no charge in      

reward for their services. This tradition would continue for soldiers and sailors in the War of 1812 

as well. Often, veterans would sell these Warrants for cash to purchase land elsewhere or for other       

purposes. These Military Land Warrants can be found at AncestryLibrary.com, Fold3.com, and on 

the National Archives website.               (Continue on pg. 11) 
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Land Patents are essentially government issued titles and receipts acknowledging full payment and 

ownership of surveyed land. These can be found at the website of the U.S. Department of the       

Interior, Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records. Just google BLM GLO       

Records or go to https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx. These patents are downloadable and 

printable. You just need your ancestor's name to check records. It might also be helpful to know the 

states and counties where they lived. 

There is a gold mine of information about your ancestors that might be found as helpful for            

establishing family histories and genealogy, and as possible supplemental documentation in proving 

ancestors for the Sons of the American Revolution, First Families of Ohio, and other societies. 

The Ohio Lands Book is a great resource in understanding Ohio's early settlement and Land        

Districts. 

 

      GOVERNMENT LAND PATENT 

 

George Hill's Land Patent in Walnut Township, Fairfield County: Northeast and Southwest  

Quarters of Section 23, Township 16, Range 18. 

Military Land Bounty Warrant for 100 acres issued in 1795 to George Hill for his service in the 
Continental Army. 

MILITARY LAND WARRANT 
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In February, compatriots Paul Irwin and his 

son, Brian, retrieved the SAR  Veterans   

Memorial Marker at the Carpenter-Koontz 

Cemetery in Lancaster. They exchanged the stone for a newer one 

with no  repair work as the older stone exhibited. 

The marker was placed there in 2016 by the Hocking Valley Chapter 

after extensive restoration of the cemetery and a SAR Veterans       

Memorial Grave Marking Ceremony. 

The new stone now awaits at the cemetery for installation by           

volunteers as soon as good weather and scheduling permits. 

 

NEW SAR MARKER READY FOR PLACEMENT 
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Dear Compatriots, 

The beginning of our new year has been marred 

by this coronavirus global pandemic. It is hoped 

all of you are healthy and safe and stay that 

way. We are affected by the government          

restrictions on social gatherings, closures of 

businesses, events, and schools. Our March 

meeting was cancelled as a result. My feelings 

are the worst of this will pass before summer. 

Only time will tell. But during this "down time" 

all of us can catch up on unfinished work at 

home, reading, genealogy, and other endeavors. 

Our Graphics Editor, Bill Lyman, had a distant 

cousin who said it best. His name was Franklin 

D. Roosevelt: "We have nothing to fear but fear 

itself." 

In this issue I wrote a few articles that involve 

my ancestors that I hope you find interesting. 

But also, I hope it motivates you to contribute to 

our newsletter. This newsletter is YOUR     

newsletter, and we hope you will write or      

suggest something about your ancestor or     

anything else that might be of interest to our 

compatriots. Prayers for your health and      

happiness. 

Bob Hill, Chief Editor 
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Attention Compatriots: All events listed are subject to change or cancellation due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic. Please check appropriate websites for updates and/or your email 

for announcements before the event. 

Chapter Monthly Business Meetings: American Legion Post 11, 279 Canal Street, Lancaster, OH 43130.   

Every third Saturday at 11:00 AM. April 18th, May 16th, June 20th. 

April 19th, Sunday: State Event, Patriot's Day Grave Marking Ceremony, Middleton Pioneer Cemetery, 1600 

1st Avenue & Richmond Street, Middleton, OH 45044. Muster at 1:30 PM. Ceremony at 2:00 PM. 

May 1st, Friday - May 3rd, Sunday: State Event, OHSSAR BOM Annual Conference, Punderson Manor 

Lodge and Conference Center, 11755 Kinsman Road, Newbury, OH 44065. Get information on this event at 

the Ohio Society website and register before Apr. 11th. 

May 21st, Thursday: State Event, Memorial Service for Revolutionary War Patriots of the Northwest       

Territory, Mound Cemetery, Fifth and Scammel Streets, Marietta, OH 45750. Muster by 9:30 AM. Ceremony 

at 10:00 AM. 

May 23rd, Saturday: National Event, Battle of Vincennes Memorial Service, George Rogers Clark NHP, 401 

South Second Street, Vincennes, IN 47591. Muster at 10:00 AM. Ceremony at 11:00 AM. 

May 25th, Monday: National Event, Memorial Day Service, Maple Grove Cemetery, 350 East Maple Street, 

Granville, OH 43023. This year, plans are being made not to march in the parade due to fewer members able to 

do so. But we will still present the Colors and perform the flag-folding ceremony. Muster at the cemetery   

flagpole by 10:30 AM. Depending on feedback by Color Guard members, marching in the parade may be   

subject to change. 

June 14th, Sunday: Chapter Event: Flag Day Ceremonies: Tentative, one of two is possible. Shamrock Club, 

60 West Castle Road, Columbus, OH 43207. Tentative starting time at 4:00 PM. The other possibility: The 

Elks Club Lodge #391, 73 North 3rd Street, Newark, OH 43055. Tentative starting time of 1:00 PM. Stay 

tuned on final decision.  

June 20th, Saturday: State Event, Allen County Patriot Day Multiple Grave Marking Ceremonies, beginning 

at Shannon Cemetery, East Jefferson Street (State Route 103), in Bluffton, OH 45817. Muster at 9:00 AM. 

Program begins at 10:00 AM. A long day of visiting multiple cemeteries and grave sites that is not planned to 

end until 4:30 PM. 
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